DIARY OP JAMES GALLATIN       [1813

The event to which I allude is the rejection by the
Senate of the nomination of Mr. Gallatin on the idea
that his mission to Russia was incompatible with the
office of Secretary of the Treasury.

After the appointment of Mr. Jay, when Chief Justice
of the United States, by President Washington, and of
Mr. Ellsworth, when holding the same office, by President
Adams, by which a member of a separate branch of the
Government was brought into an office under the Execu-
tive, and after the sanction given in practice as well as
by law to the appointment of persons during the absence
of a head of a department to perform its duties, it was
presumed that there would not be any serious or sub-
stantial objection to the employment in a similar service
of a member of the Administration itself.

Although this nomination was opposed in the Senate
as soon as it was acted on, yet it was not believed that
it would be rejected until the vote was taken. At an
early stage the President was called on by a resolution
of the Senate to state whether Mr. Gallatin retained the
office of Secretary of the Treasury, and, in case he did,
who performed the duties of that department in his
absence. The President replied that the office of Secre-
tary was not vacated by Mr. Gallatin's appointment to
Russia, and that the Secretary of the Navy performed
its duties in his, Mr. Gallatin's, absence. After this
reply, which was given in conformity with the President's
own views of the subject, and with those of Mr. Gallatin
when he left the United States, it was impossible for the
President, without departing from his ideas of propriety
in both respects, to have removed Mr. Gallatin from
the Treasury to secure the confirmation of his nomination
to Russia. It would have been still more improper to
have taken that step after the rejection of the nomina-
tion. The President resolved, therefore, to leave the
mission on the footing on which it was placed by the
vote of the Senate by which the nomination of Mr. Adams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